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GENERAL
INFORMATION ON..,

ASSESSORS

Assessors are elected or appointed locally in Massachusetts cities ond
fowns. Assessors are required by Massachusetts Siate Low to list and
value all real end personal property. The valuations are subjed to ad
valorem toxation on the nssessment rofl each year. The “ed valorem”
hasis for taxation means that all property should be taxed “according
1o value”, which is the definition of ad valorem. Assessed values in
Muassachusetts are bosed on “full and fair cash valve”, or 100 percent
of fair market volve.

Assessors are required to submit these volues to the State Department
of revenue for certification every three years. 1n the years between
certification, Assessors must also maintain the values. The Assessors
review soles and the market every yeor and thereby reassess values
each yenr. This is done so that the property taxpayer pays his or her
fair shere of the cost of local government, in proportion to the emount
of meney the properly is worth, on a yearly basis rather thon every
three years.

Assessors do not raise or fower taxes. They do not make the lows
which affect property owners. Assessors are required to annually
assess taxes in an amount sufficient to cover the State ond Local
oppreprigtions chargeable to the cy/fown.

The fecal Assessor’s Office has nothing to do with the 1otal amount of
taxes collected. The Assessor's primary responsibility is 1o find the
“full end fair cash value” of your property so that the laxpayer may
pay only his/her fair share of foxes.

For information regarding assessments please tontact the locol Board
of Assessors.  Additional information and/er questions may also be
obtained from the State Appellate Tax Board, 100 Cambridge St.,
Boston, MA 02204, {617-727-3100).

ABATEMENTS

Eech year, property owners around the Commonwealih are required to
pay laxes assessed by the locol board of assessors. These toxes ore
based on the “full ond fuir cash value” of the properiy. All jaxpayers
have the sight fo file for an ehatement of their faxes if they believe
the properly has not been fairly assessed. Information regarding
applications and deadlines to file for abatements is available ot the
local Assessor's Office.

{over)

EXEMPTIONS

An exemption releases and individual from the requirement 1o pay all
or a fraction of their property tax obligutions. Exemplions are
availoble to those individuals that meet the various requirements in
the following cotegories:

o Flderly » Disabled Veteran
* Blind * Widows and/or Widowers
o Minor Children of  (Orphaned Minor Child

Decensed Police
and Firefighters killed
in the line of duty

Applications for tax exemptions can be obtdined from the locol 1ax
assessor’s office.

DEADLINES

Applications for shatements are due on or before the due date for
payment of the first actual hill.

Applications for personal exempfion are due on December 15 or within
3 months of the mailing date of the first actual fax bill, if mailed after
September 15. .

APPEALS

If you are not satisfied with the action taken by the local Board of
Assessors office regarding your request for chatement and/or
exemption, you have the right o appeal to the State Appellate Tox
Board, 100 Cambridge Streei, Boston, MA 02204. H you have any
questions or would like fo request an application of appeal, you may
also call the Appellate Tax Board at (617) 727-3100.
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